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Possible progression routes

End of grade 10 marks the end of compulsory education at EQF level 2

Possible direct admission after completing studies at EQF level 4 in 
general or technological programmes

Prior VET knowledge may be recognised affecting programme duration

Students can leave after 2 years to attend a 720h workplace training 
and obtain an EQF 3 level VET qualification

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institution

(*)

WBL

General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults (full-, part-time or distance education)

Officially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next educational level

Giving access to tertiary education

SECONDARY LEVEL

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

TERTIARY LEVEL NON-FORMAL ADULT LEARNING

YEARS in E&TAGE

511

612

713

814

915

1016

1117

1218

18+ 12+

Training 
for employed 

Training for 
unemployed and other

vulnerable groups

ISCED 844, 854

ISCED 747, 757

ISCED 645, 655

ISCED 244

ISCED 443, 453

PhD and post-doctoral
programmes, 3-4 years

General
programmes,

4 years

Vocational
programmes,
WBL 10-20%,

4 years

Apprenticeship, 
WBL >70%, 
1-3 years

Master programmes, 1-3 years

For learners 
over 16
without any 
relevant
recognised VET
qualifications

Bachelor programmes, 3-4 years

Lower secondary programmes

Higher VET programmes with WBL,
1-3 years      

ISCED 254-354ISCED 244-344

EQF 8

EQF 7

EQF 6

EQF 2-4EQF 4 EQF 4

ISCED 254-354I  I  ISCED 254-354ISCED 254-354ISCED 254-354

EQF 4

TechnologicalT hTechTech l i lnologicalnological
programmes,progrprogrrammesrammes,
WBL 16-30%,WBL WBL  16-30%, 16-30%,,
2 (2 (2 (2 (**)))) - 4 years4 4 years4 years

Technological
programmes,
WBL 16-30%,
2 (*) - 4 years

EQF 3 School- and
workplace-based VET,
WBL 40-75%, 3 years

EQF 3

ISCED 352
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